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52810180: MAJOR  THAL STUDIES: Ph.D. iTHAI STUDIES)
KEYWORDS: BELIEFS: AND RITUAL/ ANCESTOR WORSHIPIN AMPHOE DONTUMY
NAKHONPATHOM PROVINCE
JITKAWEE KRAJANGMEK: BELIEFS AND RITUAL ON ANCESTOR WORSHIPIN LAO
KRUNG OF AMPHOE DONTUM NAKHONPATHOM PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

PREDEE PHISPHUMVIDHL Ph.DD.. PARADEE MAHAKHAN. M.Ed., 444 P, 2014,

The research aims to studythe beliefs and rituals on ancestral spirit worship of Lao-Krung in
AmphecDontum. NakhonPathomProvinee | the transmussion of theirbeliefs, and the factors aftecting their
beliefs and rituals. “L.ao-Krung”™ 1s agroup of people immigrating from Luang-Pra-bang by the reason of
war and hashved in AmphoeDontum. NakhonPathom Province smee the carly Rattanakosin. This group has
their own lifestyle. culture, tradition, beliefs, rituals, andlanguage.

The study found that theancestral spirit worship s the center among all beliets of Lao-Krung
with thestrict niuals There arc two kinds of ancestor spirit ;11 Chao-Nai spirit(orPoo-Suo-ya-Suo spirit) and
23Angel spirit The former 15 the spirits of higherclass of Lao people and specialized in fighting and they
could protect allLao-Krung They are consider heroes so Lao-Krung build a house tor them afterthey died.
The fatter is the spirit ol grandfather and grandmother ¢f the tamily: the community believes that the spirit
can prolect therr own tamity, Thecommunity built the house tor Chao-Nai spirit in the center of their
communityand a shelf near a pole for Angel spirit in a house of the one who directlyrelated to grandmother
m cach family They believe that both of these kinds ofspirit have power 1o punish the one whao does
something against the tradition andrules and also can bring good luck to people. The ceremony for the
spirits isheld annually in order to pay respect to the spirits. According tothe roles and beliefs, the Chao-Nai
spirits are the largest ot the communitybecause they can protect the whole community.On the other hand,
Angel spiritsproicct only people in therr own family For the transmission of the beliefs andrituals | the
youth in every family arc trained and nurtured. Each family bringstheir children to join and help in the
rituals so they learndirectly from the real things The miun luctors in transmission the beliets andrituals are
“Kuan”-the medium-and servants of the Angel Spirits They impart theold process and ways to the
voung Apart from this, the beliefsand rituals change according to the medern community, especially from
the elder,medium-aged and teenagers. Moreover. the government policy on education, politicand economy
1s a [actor causing changes However. the beliefs and the rituals inancestral spirit worship inherit
continually not only because of the punishment from the spirits but also because of therelationship of every

family in the commumty who worships the same spirit
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