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52810098: MAJOR: THAL STUDY: Ph.D. (THAI STUDY)

KEYWORDS: TAI PHAKE/ ASSAM/ INDIA/ SOCIAL HISTORY/ CULTURE
SUWANNA KASIKUM : SOCTAL HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE TAl

PHAKE OF ASSAM. INDIA. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PARADEE MAHAKHAN. M.Ed.,

PORADEE PUNTHUPAKORN, M.A., 209 P. 2014,

The objectives of this research were to study social history, culture, roles, status and
existence of the Tat Phake of Assam, India. The arca of the study was Namphake Village,
Naharkatia sub-district. Dibrugarh disctrict, Assam, India. The methodology consisted of
qualitative research and data collection from relevant documents. The methods being participant
and non-participant observation and interview.

The resecarch found that the Tai Phake of Assam are Tai same as Tai Yai who
settlements in the flat lowland river and the valley varied on the North of Myanmar, South West
of China and North part of Loas and Thailand. The Tai Phake migrated to Assam in 1776 by
crossing Patkai range where are border between North part of Myanmar and North East of India.

The administrative unit of Tai Phake community is “Phan™ (lineage) system. Social
and cultural characteristics are traditional and simple. Religious traditions during the year arc
important for Tai Phake’s living life. The beliefs in the tradition of death and birth are similar to
traditional of Thai in some parts.

The roles. status and existence of the Tai Phake of Assam have showed tradition Tai
characteristics. These considerate from “Poi™ (festival holding), Tai Phake focused all year
arrangement to encourage power and community strengths. Moreover, pattern for arrangements
not much change but. some has adjust in material using. The women role is also factor for the
consideration, they have important role tor human success and renew of next generation.
Whereas Tai rice is the cultural symbol, the Tai Phake has system “Rice Cited” to indicate the

attribute of cultural traits of them.
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