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52810179: MAJOR: THAI STUDIES; Ph.D. (THAI STUDIES)
KEYWORDS: OVERSEAS CHINESE STUDENTS IN THAILAND, CROSS-CULTURAL
ADAPTATION
REN ZHIYUAN: A STUDY OF CROSS-CULTURAL ADAPTATION OF CHINESE
STUDENTS IN THAILAND CASE STUDY: BURAPHA UNIVERSITY. ADVISORY

COMMITTEE: SAKDINA BUNPIEM, Ph.D., PARADEE MAHAKHAN, P. 157.2012.

The focus of this case study, which based on Burapha University, was to explore the cross-cultural
adaptation of overseas Chinese students in Thailand. 257 Chinese students studying at Burapha University were
recruited as the research subjects. The research conducted statistical analysis by using questionnaire, mean and
average percentage, and qualitative description by employing interview survey and field observation respectively.

The result reported that language, cultural distance and personality gap were the main courses bringing
about the daily life difficulties of overseas Chinese students. Among the main courses, Thai language usage, staying
healthy and values were ranked as the prominent performance. The overall result of the cross-cultural adaptation was
not too difficult.

In terms of social support, most Chinese students communicated with native nationals, and some chose to
communicate with the locals. These two groups were providing all kinds of social support according to their different
social roles and abilities. In addition, participation in social activities was also beneficial for Chinese students to adapt
the foreign culture. In the respect of acculturation strategy, integration was mostly applied by Chinese students,
followed by assimilation; separation, marginalization, integration & assimilation and integration & separation.

There are two-different approaches in the process of cross-cultural adaptation for foreign students. The
first approach is to feel the excitement of foreign culture and new environment (the honeymoon stage) first, followed
by experiencing the difficulties caused by culture shock (the culture shock stage), and then started to change and adapt
(adjustment). The other approach, which was mostly experienced by the overseas Chinese students, is to experience
culture shock first, and then to adapt to it gradually. The main reason for the second approach is the application of
Thai language.

Based on the outcomes of cross-cuitural adaptation by overseas Chinese students in Thailand, as well as
combining other supplementary policies to overseas Chinese students implemented by other countries, the researcher
intends to contribute to help and improve the overseas Chinese students’ cross-cultural adaptation by providing the
training on improving ability to Thai language, establishing foreign students consulting service, and information

exchange platform.
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