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51911374: MAIJOR; PEDIATRIC NURSING; M.N.S. (PEDIATRIC NURSING)
KEYWORDS: PERCEPTION OF ILLNESS SEVERITY/ EDUCATION OF PARENT/
INFORMATION SUPPORT/ PARENTAL UNCERTAINTY/ CHILD
CRITICAL ILLNESS
KANOKKARN MEKANANTAWAT: PREDICTORS OF UNCERTAINTY
AMONG PARENTS OF CHILDREN ADMITTED IN A PEDIATRIC INTENSIVE CARE
UNIT. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NUJJAREE CHAIMONGKOL, Ph:D:;, NARUMON

TEERARUNGSIKUL, Ph.D. 78 P. 2012.

This correlational predictive research aimed to examine predictors, including
perception of illness severity, education of parent and information support, on parental
uncertainty in critical illness of" children in a Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU).
Convenience sample included 76 parents of children with 1 month to 15 years old admitted to the
PICU at Nopparat Rajathanee hospital in Bangkok. Data were collected during March to August
2011. Research instruments consisted of the Demographic questionnaire, the Parent’s Uncertainty
questionnaire, the Information Support questionnaire, and the Perception of Child Illness
Severity’s scale. The first two scales had their Cronbach’s alpha reliabilities of .93 and .79,
respectively, and the last scale had its\test-retest reliability of .78. Data were analyzed by using
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, range, Pearson correlation and multiple
regression analyses.

Results revealed that there was a significantly negative correlation between perception
of illness severity and the parent’s uncertainty (» = -.239, p <.05). However, parental education
and information support were not significantly correlated with the parental uncertainty (p > .05).
Perception of illness severity was the one and the best significant predictor of the parental

uncertainty. It accounted for 4.5% (F, ., = 4.497, p < .05) in the prediction.

1,74
These findings suggest that nurses who give nursing care for critical ill children should
decrease parental uncertainty in the child critical illness by promoting appropriate, correct and

adequate perception of illness severity of the children.
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