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51810240: MAJOR: THAI STUDY; Ph.D. (THAI STUDY)
KEYWORDS: LOCAL HISTORY /NAKORNSITHAMMARAT/ THE UPPER TAPI RIVER
BASIN
WANVORN JANU: LOCAL HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITIES IN THE UPPER
TAPI RIVER BASIN. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M:Ed.,KITTI

TANTHAI MA., CHAIYON PRADITSILD, Ph.D. 569 P. 2011.

This research aims to study the system of local cultural lands¢ape and the historical development of
the communities in the upper Tapi river basin. It also aims to analyze the existence of local networks of the
communities there under the historical development. The scope of the study was the basin of the upper Tapi
river, perceived as a cultural economic area, covering the period between BE 2442 to BE 2550. The research is
a qualitative research study using the historical approach. The data collected were from the observations, documents,
and interviews. This research selected a mixed samples and employed a snow ball sampling technique for the
interviews. The collected data were analyzed to find the samples’ social relations and their networks.

The results showed that the up to the point of the research investigation the' communities at large
along the basin managed to maintain their rural cultural landscape. What was-very unique was the history
centering around the individual person by the name of Than Phor Klai. [t was found that the history of the area
date back to the prehistoric period to the reign of King Rama V' The period under this study was between BE
2442 and BE 2550, which could be divided into three developmental periods, namely, the period between BE
2442 to BE 2504, between BE 2505 and BE 2530, and the period between BE 2531 and BE 2550. The three
historical periods entailed both external and internal factors, including geographical, social, and ideological
factors, driving the dynamic of communities. The communities shared many historical memories, leading to the
formation of their own “identity”, and they have used that identity to build their communities, to negotiate with
other communities, and to deal with other pressing threats. All of these elements have contributed to their claim
of having a “valuable” existence in today world. This research shows that local people are important in driving
history. A local history is thus important for the bodies of Thailand’s southern history knowledge, both at the
contents and methods. This research confirms the communities functioning as the petty commodity producer.
The communities were found to be self-sufficient in both the family and community levels. For this reason, the
people were found to able to adapt to any style of changes. In particular, they could form horizontal networks
that have lasted for all ages. Moreover, this research also demonstrates the unique nature of social and cultural
network that has existed for many different historical periods, and that uniqueness is the network centering
around Phor Than Klai. This network has succeeded in forming the unity of many community groups. It confirms
the power relationship between the priests and the people that can be established without the involvement of the state
power. This research can be used as a knowledge base in community development at various cultural economic area.
Future research should investigate the scope of the study from the upper basin of the river to the central and the lower

basins. A comprehensive study of the communities in the Tapi river basin would be useful in the future
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