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This study is aimed to investigate the health beliefs that influence of sexually transmitted 
diseases among sex workers, Muang District, Chachoengsao Province. Two hundred and thirty 
six sex workers aged 15 to 25 years and who have worked for at least 6 months were interviewed 
using constructed questionnaire, which includes personal information, the sexually transmitted 
disease and the health beliefs that influence of sexually transmitted diseases. The descriptive 
analysis consisted of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. Chi square was used to 
analyze  relationships. 
 The results showed that 31.4 percent of sex workers  were aged 20-21 years  and 83.1 
percent were single. Education level of 42.8 percent was middle school and 95.8 percent were 
from Laos. The average working period was 12 months and the median income was about 19,000 
baht per month. The level of health beliefs was good for 90.3 percent. They  perceived benefits of 
protection (93.2 percent).  There were perceived barriers for 90.3 percent. 87.3 percent perceived 
sexually transmitted disease as a severe condition and 71.2 percent perceived themselves as 
susceptible to STD’s.  Age, marital status, education and income were not related to sexually 
transmitted disease. Time at sex  work was associated with having a sexually transmitted disease 
(p<0.05). The health beliefs that influence sexually transmitted diseases were perceived 
susceptibility, perceived severity, perceived benefits. Perceived barriers were not related to 
sexually transmitted diseases. 
 The results of this study should be discussed with health authorities to enhance the 
understanding of the need to prevent sexually transmitted diseases and promote reproductive 
health. 
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