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TRADITION

PHAYAOVANIT ROINUKULVANICH: THE IMPACT OF RUB-BUA
TRADITION ON THE PEOPLE WAY OF LIFE AND ITS PRESERVATIONS IN BANG-
PLEE, SAMUTPRAKARN PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SUWIT JIRAMANEE,
M.A., LERTSIRI BORWORNKITTI, D.ca., SUWICHAI KOSAIYAWAT, Ph.D. 133 P. 2010.

The purpose of the study was to examine historical background and characteristics of
the Rub-Bua Festival that affected Bang-Plee District people’s way of life and the transformation
approach used to maintain the tradition. The areas of this study included moral culture, legal
culture, material culture, social culture, the impact socio-economic, and the ways to preserve and
transform the Rub-Bua Festival. The research methodology employed in this study included
historical documents, field research, participant observation, and formal and informal interviews.
Results from the findings are shown as follows:

The Rub-Bua Festival is held annually on the thirteenth day and the early morning of
the fourteenth day of the waxing moon in the 11th lunar month, one day before the Buddhist Lent.
In the old days, Bang-Plee was a district with an abundance of lotus fields on the water. Local
people and from far around came here to pick the flowers for offerings to monks. This tradition
has become the "Rub-Bua"(lotuses receiving) festival which has been well-known throughout
Thailand. The uniqueness of this festival is the procession of the Buddha Image “Luang Poh To”.

The Rub-Bua Festival plays a very important role in creating unity among community
members. Based primarily on Buddhism, the people of Bang-Plee hold and join the festival as a
sign of making merit together. They throw lotus flowers to worship Luang Poh To Buddha image
and wish to have a long and fruitful life, as well as the great strength of their community.

This tradition has both its positive and negative impacts on rural community. In the
positive way, the festival generates increasing benefit in regards to income which is distributed
among local people and temples. However, poorly planned conservation of culture, traditions, and

environment may bring negative impacts on the festival atmosphere. Besides, the decreasing of



water in canals results in a decline of lotus fields which were abundant in the old day. Today,
some people need to bring lotuses from other areas.

It is agreed that the existence or uniqueness of the Rub-Bua Festival should be
preserved with the government sector’s contribution to the communities. Nowadays, tourism has
been promoted as a major source of rural income. Local people, with more contribution of the
government, should be encouraged to monitor and control the negative impacts of tourism on
their own society. Having known the problems, they can search for less destructive approaches

which help sustaining their tradition.
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