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The purposes of this research were to study the competency, work empowerment, and
the health status of professional nurses in the pediatric department, to compare the competency
of professional nurses with difference nursing experience, to ascertain the relationship between
nursing experience, work cmpowerment and health status with the competeney of professional
nurses and to study the predicting [actors of the competency of pediatric nurses. A total of 128
professional nurses in-the pediatric department were randomly selected through cluster random
sampling from sclected hospitals in the north-castern region. Rescarch'instruments included the
questionnaires related to work empowerment, health status and competeney of pediatric nurses.
The Cronbach’s Alpha co-efficient of reliability were .94, .93, and .94, respectively. The results
were analyzed by using descriptive statistic, one way ANOVA, Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression.

The research findings were as follows:

1. Professional nurses in the pediatric department had high level of work
empowerment, health status, and competency.

2. Professional nurses in the pediatric department with different nursing experience
had no significant difference of the competency (p > .05).

3. Thc health status had a significant, moderate, and positive relationship with the
competency of professional nurses in the pediatric department (r = 55, p = .00). However,
nursing expericnce and work empowerment had no significant relationship with thc competcncy

of professional nurscs,



4. A factor significantly predicted competency of professional nurscs in pediatric
department was health status. The health status was accounted for 30 percent of the variance of
competency (Adjusted R = 302).

The findings of this study arc the basis information for nursing organization to improve

mirscs’ competency to a higher level.
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