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48820655: MAJOR: EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION; Ph.D.
(EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION)
KEYWORDS: STUDENTS’ DROPOUT/ CUASAL MODEL
APICHAT LENANANT: CAUSAL MODEL OF SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS’ DROPOUT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE OFFICE OF BASIC
EDUCATIONAL COMMISSION. ADVISORY COMMITTEE KUNAWUDH
KONCHALARD, Ed.D., SEREE CHADCHAM, Ph.D. 244 P. 2010.

The purposes of this research were to-develop and validate a causal model of secondary
school students’ dropout under the jurisdiction of the Office of Basic Education Commission.
The conceptual framework was derived from the conceptual model of Tinto, Munro, Astin and
Curry and related researches. The samples were 200 dropout students (from the total of 600
participants: 200 students, 200 teachers and 200 parents of dropout students) in secondary
schools infive Educational Service Areas in Phetchaburi, Chiang Mai, Udon Thani, Kamphaeng
Phet, and Satun. The variables of this research were socio-economic status, parents’ aspiration,
academic integration, social integration, goal commitment, and institutional commitment. The
data were collected by three sets of questionnaires from teachers, parents, and dropout students.
The data were analyzed by SPSS Program, and LISREL for the causal model.

The model was found to be consistent with empirical data at a good level. Goodness of
fit indicators included a Chi-square value of 6.81 with 12 degrees of freedom, p-value = .87;
GFI=.99; AGFI =.96;, CFI=1.00; SRMR =.02, and RMSEA = .01. The causal variables
were found to have the accountability of 40.50 percent of the variance of dropout behavior.

The variables influencing students dropout were found statistical significant; they were parents’

aspiration, institutional commitment, social integration, and socio-economic status.
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