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WANWISA OUNKAJORN: CHONG’S IDENTITY IN THE EASTERN REGION:

A CASE STUDY OF CHONG ETHNIC GROUP IN TAMBON KLONGPLOO,
KHAOKITCHAKUT SUB-DISTRICT OF CHANGWAT CHANTHABURI. THESIS
ADVISORS: CHAIYONT PARDITSILP, Ph.D., PARADEE MAHAKHAN, M.Ed., AND
SOMCHAI DEEHAPROMPAN, M.Ed. 144 P. 2006. ISBN 974-502-745-6

The purpose of this research was to study The Characteristics of Chong people at
Thambol Klongploo, Khao kichakood Sub-district Chantaburi Province. Chong People are
described as the people who have lived in Eastern region for a long time. They have unique life
style, believes, culture language, and solitary community.

Characteristics of Chong in this study are language, culture and traditions. The most
important factor for the change of characteristics of Chong is the nationalism during General P.
Piboolsongkram era (Buddhist era 2481-2487). There were many changes about characteristics of
Chong to conform with the national policy e.g. language using, standard culture application
respectively. Further more the policy about economic development, modernization of
infrastructure, ¢.g, eleetricity in community and many facilities in community make Chong
people need more goods and services than before while their income was still quite low from
agriculture comparing to the middle men until today.

The method to sustainably reserve the characteristics of the Chong is the recognization
in value of Chong nation at Thambol Klongploo. The conservation and dissemination of the
uniqueness of the Chong, were therefore carried out accdrding to the Nineth National Economic
and Social Development Policy. As the result, the emphasis in the uniqueness of locality, standard
economy, strong community make them feel proud in their identity. and they join with the officer
for conservation and dissemination their traditional wisdom.

Their living in the lineage system make them strong in unique life style. They share
ererything such as labor, farming facitities, etc. They pay respect to leader and elders in the

community even they had passed away. Every house will have a shelf for puying respect and will



perform respect rite every year. One a year they will have a family reunion to perform a appaying
respect rite. If any family members do not come 1o joiu the rite, they are considered to be unlucky
and will face misfortunes throughout. the year. There is a saying in Chong about the shelf (Ghost
Shelf) that “If threr is no shelf nobody can live”

Another factor that makes Choug characteristics sustainable is the educational policy.
Nowadays there are courses of studies in Chong language, which make Chong language surrire
until now. These course are taught in primary schools for 3-5 year. Each course is taugnt one hour
per week for 20 weeks.

It can be said that education and policy of government affect changes and conservation
of culture of Chong at Thambol klongploo, Khao kichakood Sub-district, Chantaburi Province.
But the sustainabilty of the Chong’s trait and characteristics was mostly resulted prom the

recognition of the value of the'chong as a nationality.
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