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City Attractions

Wat Sothon Wararam Worawihan

This temple is situated on the west bank of the Bang Pakong River, 2 Krus.
south of the city hall. Enshrined in a new gigantic hall is Phra Phutthasothon, or “Luang Pho
Sothon” regarded as one of the most revered Buddha images in Thailand. The image,
in the attitude of meditation, measuring 1.65 meters wide at the lap and 1.98 meters high,
is always seen entirely pasted with gold leaves by worshipers. Two annual fairs ce:lebrating
the image fall in the 5th and the 12th lunar months (around April and November).

The new tall Ubosoth of Sothorn Wararam Waravihan temple never fails to attract
the attention of visitors. After 15 years in construction, the graceful and huge Ubosoth is nearly
completed. It mirrors the strong faith of the local people in Buddhism. The peak is 84 meters
high. It is decorated with five golden umbrellas weighing a total of 77 kilos. This is probably
the world’s largest Ubosoth.

According to legend, Luang Pho Sothon floated down the Bang Pakong River to the
side of the temple. The villagers tried to retrieve the image but they were unsuccessful until a
villager had a small shrine built on the site and performed a ceremony welcoming the image to
the community.

Luang Pho Sothon

The statue is sculpted in a meditation pose. It is 1.65 meters wide and 1.48 meters high,

every day, a large number of people come to pay homage to “‘Luang Pho Sothon”. Some will pray
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to have their wishes granted, and those who are successfiul will return to present offerings
by commissioning the dancers who are on hand to perform as a way of showing gratitude.

At present, the Ubosoth or main chapel is being rebuilt as the original was in a state
of disrepair. The new Ubosoth is in the style of the Rattanakosin Period and will be completed
in 1998. Upon completion, this temple will be the largest white marble temple in the world.

In the area of the temple, there are stalls that sell food product and local merchandise
from Chachoengsao and nearby provinces. At the temple’s pier, there is a long-tail boat service

to take people between the market in the city and the temple. The cost is 40 baht. It is also
possible to rent a boat to see the sights along the Bangpakong River. The cost depends on the
number of people and the distance of the route.

Brass Weaving Process

People who weave brass learn from older generations and many housewives of the
Thakai community learn how to weave brass thread, Itis very hard to weave brass and many
people who weave brass thread now worry that more people will not want to learn and continue
the tradition.

How to Make Brass Products

1. Cut the brass thread to any size.

2. Start weaving at the base of the product.

3. Weave until the product is finished.

4, Clean the final product to make it more beautiful.

How the Different Styles Developed

In the beginning, the styles of brass products were very plain, but then the demand of
the customers made the styles develop into more complicated ones. Today, Miss Neechapat,
who receives the orders, tells the brass weavers what styles the customers want and that is how
the styles have developed ovér time.

Pride

The people of the Thakai community are very proud of their products because they are
so beautiful and shiny. The prices of the products are based on size. The comm:unily can make
2,000-3,000 brass products in one month and this increases the community’s income. Brass
weavers who are members of the production process get paid 3,000-5,000 baht per month and

are very proud that they can be self — reliant,
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