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KEYWORDS: SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING/CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL
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STUDENTS THESIS ADVISORS: SEREE CHADCHAM, Ph.D., SOMMAI
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The purpose of this research was to develop and validate a causal relationship model of
self-directed learning of Matthayomsuksa five students, based on the concepts of Knowles
(1975). The sample involved 400 Matthayomsuksa five students in schools under the
jurisdiction of the commission for basic education in the castern region, Thailand, academic year
2003. The model consists of four latent variables: self-directed leaming, instructor characteristics,
learning process, and student characteristics. The research instrurments included the general status
questionnaire, the instructor characteristics questionnaire; the learning process questionnaire, the
student characteristics questionnaire, and the self-directed learning questionnaire. SPSS was used
to derive descriptive statistics; LISREL 8.50 was used to test the causal relationship model.

The result indicated that the'adjusted model was consistent with empirical data.
Goodness of fit indicators included a Chi-square value of 13.18 with 61 degrees of freedom, p =
1.00, GFI = 1.00, AGFI = .99, CFI = 1.00, SRMR = .01, RMSEA = .00. The variables in the
model accounted for 74 percent of the variance of self-directed learning. The variables that had
statistically significant direct effects on self-directed learning were learning process, and student

characteristics.
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