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Having a limb amputated provokes a violent crisis in human lives. This condition may
affect their quality of life (QOL) including the physical, psychological and social dimensions.
The purpose of this study was to examine factors influencing quality of life among Thai
amputees, Participants were 187 Thai amputees with limb loss caused by accident and had been
receiving rehabilitation services at the Redemptorist Vocational School for Disabled, at Pattaya,
Chonburi Province, The Labourer Rehabilitation Center, at Bangpoon, Patumtani Province,
Labourer Rehabilitation East Center, Rayong Province, The Social Security Service Center
Chalermprageart, Lopburi Province, Sirindhon Medical-rehabilitation Center, Nonthaburi
Province, and The War Veterans Organization of Thailand, Bangkok. Data were collected from
June 2004 to August 2004 by using a demographic data record form, the Social Support
Questionnaire and the Quality of Life Questionnaire. Descriptive statistics and Stepwise Multiple
Regression Analysis were employed to analyze the data.

The results revealed that the majority of participants were male (80.70 %) whose age
ranged from 21-25 years (22.50%). About half of the participants (45.50%) finished high school.
Forty seven percent of participants had very it tee monthly income and experienced an
insufficiency of funds to cover living expenses. The participants reported a slightly high score on
quality of life and social support; however, the score on social and economic dimension was at a
moderate level. The influences of social support together with education level and timing level
after limb loss were able to predict 38.2% of the variation of quality of life among Thai amputees
(p<0.01).

Findings from the study demonstrate that providing social support and education about
occupation should be focused on enbancing quality of life among Thai amputees. Ag the
amputees get more support and education, they will be able to transit themselves to earn more

quality of life.
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