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This research aimed at investigating the applications of computers in
classroom instruction among primary school teachers. The study focused on four
aspects of computer applications: computers as teaching materials, computers as a tocol
to design instructional materials, computers as a tool in the management of information
system, and computers as a searching tool for information. Subjects were categorized
according to their gender, age and educational gualification.

Three hundred and fifty-nine subjects were primary school teachers working
in schools under the Office of Primary Education, Chonburi Province. Those schools
were provided with computer materials between the fiscal years of 1997 and 2002.

The subjects were recruited by means of stratified random sampling under the districts
they work.

The research instruments was a 5 —level rating scale questionnaire, designed,
produced and implemented by the researcher. The data, then, were analyzed for mean
score, standard deviation, t-test and F-test utilizing the analysis of one-way ANOVA.
SNK was utilized where the significance was found. All the analyses were done using

the ready-made program calied SPSS for Windows Version 10.



The findings were as follows :

1. The ievel of computer applications in school instruction, as a whole, was
found at a low level. When considering each particular aspect and the application of
computer as a tool for the information system management was found at a medium level,
while computer as instruction materials, computer as a tool to design instructional
materials and computer as a searching tool for information were found at a low level.

2. Computer applications among teachers, as classified by gender, were
found statistically different, (p<.05} No differences were found in other categories of
comparisons.

3. Age difference was found significantly different at the level of p<.05.
Three aspects of comparisons, considering under the age groups, were found
significantly different. For the management of information system in schools, no
difference was found. Under SNK test, teachers aged between 20-30 years used
more computers in their instructions than teachers being at 30-40 years of age and
ones over 41 years old,

4. No significant difference was found in computer applications in classroom

instructions among teachers with different levels of education.
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