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NATTHA KHAMCHOO : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF KLON - SUAT LITERATURE
ON MAHACHOMPHUBODISUT. THESIS ADVISORS : DHAWAJ POONOTOKE, M.A.
(EPICGRAPHY), THASANEE THANTAWANICH, M.Ed. (THAI). 384 P. ISBN 974 — 382 — 841 -9

The purposes of this research are to study and to analyze Samut - Thai,
a Thai traditional manuscript named Mahachomphubodisut number 437. The version
studied is the one inscribed during the reign of king Rama the third. This book

is now kept at the National Library, Wasukri, Bangkok.

The result of the study shows that the manuscript of
Mahachomphubodisut
Klon — suat had been developed from Jambupati —sutra which was originated
during the reign of King Borommakot. The book had been highly respected. It is
not only believed as a part of the Lord Buddha’s biography but also as the
legend of the creation of the Buddha images. Furthermore, the story appeared in
the book was represented in many forms, for example, mural paintings, and it was
also popularly used as topics in chants and sermons. Mahachomphubodisut is
Klon — suat composed with different types of poetic writing. Each type of poem
was delicately composed to suit each part of the story. Another significant
characteristic of the book is that the poet utilized a number of Thai and Pali
words commonly used by the locals at that time. The use of words reflects the
poet’s literary talent. Those words were used to empower and beantify the writing.
As a result, this writing possesses a unique characteristic, and it can be well
understood among group members. In addition, this book demonstrates
Thai villagers’ attitudes principles and cultures in early Rattanakosin Dynasty.
It is one of the valuable Thai literatures that should be conserved and

disseminated to the public.
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