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This research aimed to study and compare the right and opportunity of poor students
for receiving higher education in universities prior to and after becoming autonomous; to study
the impact of the increased expense for education, and also to study policy supporting the right
and opportunity to the poor students to receive such education. The sample consisted of the
Thonburi Campus of King Monkut’s University of Technology students who received
scholarships, their parents, relevant university personnel, and university administrators, as well as
the peer of those scholarship students. The interviews were conducted on these students in both

weekday regular, and weekend special programs.

The study revealed that the university status did not affect the right and opportunity of
students prior to and after becoming autonomous (48.7% : 49%). The opportunity has been
increasing till the change to the new autonomous status (1996-2002). More entrepreneurial
practice, which sought benefits, has been used in running the student dormitories. The new status
brought the increased tuition fees, other expenditure, increased need for part-time jobs, need for
seeking emergency student loans, high competition for student employment, decreased
involvement in community affairs. The study also proposed the establishment of labor union to
balance the administrators” authority, and to guarantee academic work, and social obligations of
the academics. Other suggestions included more scholarships for students and the reasonable
increased tuition fees, in proportion to the parents’ economic status, and the improved quality of

student-supporting facilities.
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