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RATTANA SUWIJAN ; THE LISTENING COMPETENCE OF TECHNICAL ENGLISH
FOR COMMUNICATION OF THE TECHNICAL STUDENTS OF PRIVATE VE)CATlONAL
SCHOOLS IN THE EASTERN REGION OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR: SUCHADA
RATTANAWANITPUN, Ph.D., MALEE NITSAISOOK, Ph.D., RAVEEWAN ANGKANURAKPUN.
M.Ed. 75 P. ISBN 974-352-337-5

The purposes of this study were to investigate the listening competence of technical English for
communication of technical students of private vocational schools in the eastern region of Thailand and to
compare their listening competence according to 5 language functions. The subjects participating in this
study were 191 first year technical students majoring in Auto Mechanics and enroiled in the course of
Technical English 1 in ihe Higher Vocational Certificate from 7 private vocational schodls located in the
eastern region of Thaitand. The instrument used in this study was the self-constructed Test of Listening
Competence of Technical English for Communication, comprising 5 language functions including Asking for
and offering something, Giving and foliowing instructions, Giving and offesing warnings, Making suggestions

_ and-Bescribing processes.

The results were as follows:

1. There was a difference inthe subjects’ mean score obtained from the Test of Listening
Competence with a total mean score of 10.48.

2. The percentage scores of the subjects tested by the Test of Listening Competence of
Technical English for Communication were different and could be ranked from more 1o less as follows:
Laemchabung Technology School (47.73%), TP institute of Technology (36.09%), Aksorn Technclogy
School (35.89%), Toyota Automotive Technology School {35.22%), Eastern College of Technology (E.TECH
)(32.52%), Chonburi Institute of Technology School (32.25%) and Chacheungsao Technelogy Schoo!
(25.21%). This indicated that the subject’s listening competence was at a low leve! based on'the evaluation
criterion sef by the Department of Vocational Education under the Ministry of Education B.E. 2540.

3. When comparing the subjects listening competence according to 5 language functions, it was
found that there was a statistically significant difference in the listening competence among the subjects in
the language functions of Asking for and offering something, Giving and foliowing instructions and Giving
. and offering warnings at the level of significance of 0.5. However, non-significant differences in the subject’s

listening competence were found in the language functions of Making suggestions and Describing

processes,
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