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SOMSAK KHUNRITMONTREE: HEALTH BELIEF MODEL AND LEPROSY
SELF SCREENING OF HOUSEHOLD CONTACTS IN NARATHIWAT PROVINCE.
ADVISOR: THIRAPONG THIRAMANUS, Dr.P.H. (Epidemiology), 53 P. 2009

The objectives of this research were to studyabout leprosy self screening of household
contacts and to analyze the relationship between health beliefs and the self screening of household
contacts. The cross-sectional analytic design was used in this study. The sample consisted of 50
leprosy household contacts from 50 familics which there were leprosy cases in 13 districts of
Narathiwat province: The research instrument was the questionnaire which asked about personal
data and health beliefs that werc consisted of risk perception, severity pcrception, the benefit of
prevention perception, the barriers of prevention perception and self screening for leprosy. The
data were analyzed by percentage, mean, varianee, median and chi-square,

The results showed that most of the household contacts {(84%) conducted self
screening. Among the contacts who conducted self screening 4.8 percents of them had in
appropriate behavior for self screcning and 30% of them scrcened them selves for leprosy once a
week. It was found all of four perception related to self screening of household contacts
statistically significant {consisted of risk perception p = 0.040, severity perception p = 0.019, the
benefit of prevention perception p = 0,025, the barriers of prevention perception p = 0.043). This
results supported the hypothesis of the study. The important suggestion from this study was to
promoting the household contacts ‘and patients’ knowledge about leprosy which brought about to
the right self screening. The contents of knowledge consisted of content of leprosy, impacts from
disease and the right sclf sereening. It will be help the doctor fine leprosy paticnts earlier which
help to reduce spreading of disease into their families and community and to reduce disability of

leprosy patients.
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