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50912147: MAJOR: PEDIATRIC NURSING; M.N.S. (PEDIATRIC NURSING)
KEYWORDS: PARENTAL STRESS/ PARENT-CHILD ATTACHMENT/ SICK CHILDREN/
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT
SUPANEE KRAIKUL: RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PARENTAL STRESS AND
PARENT-CHILD ATTACHMENT IN SICK CHILDREN WHO ADMITTED IN INTENSIVE
CARE UNIT (ICU). ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NUJJAREE CHAIMONGKOL, Ph.D.,
MANEERAT PHAKTOOP, Ph.D. 77 P. 2009.

The purposes of this descriptive correlational research was to examine parental stress,
parent-child attachment and to ascertain the relationships between parental stress and parent-child
attachment in sick children who/admitted in intensive care unit. Sample included 54 parents of
sick children who were admitted inintensive care unit at Chachoengsao Hospital. Data were
collected by using demographic questionnaire, the Parenting Stress Index: Short Form (PSI/SF)
and the Maternal Infant Attachment (MIA). Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of the PSI/SF was ,88
and of the MIA was .93 Descriptive statistics and Pearson’s Product Movement Correlation were
used to analyze the data. |

Results revealed that mean score of parental stress was 77,43 (5.D. = 17.34). When
considering each of 3 dimensions of the parental stress, mean score of parental distress was 29.35
(S.D. =17.21), of parent-child dysfunctional interaction was 24.65 (5.D. = 7.21), and of difficulty
child was 23,43 (S.D. = 7.39). Mean score of parent-child attachment was 115.25 (S.D. = 12.46),
and it was in a good level. Stress of the parent of sick children in ICU had significantly moderate
negative relationship with the parent-child attachment (r = - 0.33, p < .05). This finding indicated
that pediatric nurse should help decrease parental stress, and that will lead to increase parent-child
attachment, In addition, it can increase caring capability of parent with sick children in ICU as

well,
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