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The purpose of this qualitative study was to describe the experiences from family of
acutely ill patients in terminal stage. The informants were 15 family members from 9 families.
Data were collected by using indepth interview, observation, and field note. Content analysis
method was used to analyze the'data

The result showed that perception of family was divided to three themes; firstly feeling
of havingacutely ill patients in terminal stage which consisted of feeling of sorrow, compassion,
anxiety and confusion, and disbelief in reality; secondly, impacts of having acutely ill patients in
terminal stage, which consisted of loneliness, physical change, and live change; and lastly, coping
of family with having acutely ill patients in terminal stage, which consisted of hope in miracle ,
practice following belief, making up mind, self deception, using drug or smoking, and wreaker
of feeling.

The finding of this study revealed overall picture of experiences of family with acutely
ill patients in terminal stage. Nurses can use the finding to be basic information to efficiently

Improve nursing care in family with acutely ill patients in terminal stage.



