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47920437 MAJOR : EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY: M.Sc.
{(EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY)
KEYWORDS: APPROACHES TO LEARNING! SURFACE APPROACHES! DEEP APPROACHES/
EPISTEMOLOGICAL BELIEES/ CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL
SURASAK PHONIN: DEVELOPMENT OF A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL
BETWEEN EPISTEMOLOGICAL BELIFEFS AND APPROACHES TO 1LEARNING FOR
VOCATIONAL STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS UNDER VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMISSION.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SUCHADA KORNPETPANEE, Ph.D.. WANTANA PHANUPINTU,

Pn.D. 152 P. 2009.

The objectives of this research were to-confirm the factors of epistemological
belicfs for vocational students, and to-analyze the causal relationship between cpistemological
beliefs and approaches to learning of vocational students. The sample consisted of 450
third - year industrial_vocational students, n schools under the vocational education commission
in theeastern région, during academic year 2007. The research instruments were.an
epistemological belief scale and approaches to learning questionnaire, The data were analyzed
by deriving descriptive statistics, confirmatory factor analysis, and causal relationship analysis.

The results of confirmatory factoranalysis indicated that the epistemological beliefs of
vocational students consisted of four factors which. rated by ordering of factor loading were:
speed of learning, ability of learning, certainty of knowledge, and structure of knowledge.
The results of causal relationship analysis between epistemological beliefs and approaches to
learning of vocational student indicated that the model was consistent with empirical data.
The goodness rof fit indicators included a chi - squarc value of 194.76 with 199 degree of
freedom, p = .57, GFI= .97, AGFI = 93, CFl = 1.00: Standardized RMR = .04, and RMSEA
= .00. Epistcrnological beliefs were found fo influence both surface approaches and deep

approaches to learning,
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