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SAOWAKON WONGSUPACHAINIMIT: THE STUDY OF STATUS AND ROLES

OF FEMALE CHARACTERS IN NARA’S NOVELS. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NATTHA

KHAMCHOO, Ph.D., SAHAROT KITTIMAHACHAROEN, Ph.D. 261 P. 2016.

The research was to analyze the female characters’ status and role in 10 Nara’s Novels
by descriptive analysis. For the legal or de facto wives’ role, they showed respect and looked after
their husband, managed home expenses, did family planning, and worked outside while raising
their children. To the daughters’ role, they were modern and decisive girls. They acted as the
family’s head and were expected to be the family business successor and were grateful to their
parents. To the mother’s role, they were modern mothers who raised and supported their children
in Western style. The findings revealed that the number of single mothers was increasing. For the
status and role in the society, most female characters had a university degree (bachelor, master or
doctoral degree) either in their home country or abroad. They were specialized in specific fields
of studies. Most could speak English well, had noble professions requiring high skills and ability.
For example, they were secretaries, administrators, public relations officers, psychologists,
university professors, models, nurses, editors, doctors of neurological medicine, architects, or
police officers. Moreover, they had to travel a lot both in the country and foreign countries. All
showed that women had more important roles. Regarding the strategies for creating characters, it
was found that female characters in Nara’s novels portrayed themselves as modern women with
self-confidence showing from both inner self and physical appearance. They led their lives in
urban consumerism with western eating and drinking styles. Also, these female characters were
more likely to present themselves comfortably in public. Considering sexuality, it was presented
through characters in three aspects. This included physical presentations of men and women and
relationship between men and women. The second aspect was the relationship between lovers
which were chosen based on social appropriateness and personal preference, showing the
relationship of monogamous spouses. The final aspect was the presentation of sexual relationship
which demonstrated sexual desire and pleasure, sexual behavior with pregnancy prevention.

Male and female characters had pregnancy precaution when having sexual relationship.
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