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57930025: MAJOR: PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MANAGEMENT; M.P.A.
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KEYWORDS: BEHAVIOR/POTICAL PARTICIPATION/ ON-LINE SOCIAL MEDIA/
BURAPHA UNIVERSITY
JARUNUN SAWUDWATIN: OPINIONS TOWARDS BEHAVIOR ON THE USE
OF ON-LINE SOCIAL MEDIA FOR POLTILICAL PARTICIPATION AMONG STUDENTS,
STUDYING AT BURAPHA UNIVERSITY, BANGSAEN CAMPUS, CHON BURI

PROVINCE. ADVISOR: NANTAWAN INTACHAT, Ph.D. 73 P. 2016.

The purpose of this study was twofold. First, it aimed at examining behavior on the use
of on-line social media for political participation among Burapha University students, studying in
Bangsaen Campus, Chon Buri Province. Also, this study attempted to compare a level of
students’ opinions towards behavior on the use of on-line social media for political participation
as classified by personal factors, including age, gender, year of study, religion, and monthly
amount of money given by parents/ guardians. The subjects participating in this study were 400
students, studying in Burapha University, Bangsaen Campus. They were recruited by an
accidental sampling technique. The descriptive statistics, including percentage, means, and
standard deviation was used to analyze the collected data. The inferential statistics, namely t-test
and One-way ANOVA, was also administered at a pre-set significant level of .05. To test the
differences between pairs, a post-hoc test of LSD was administered.

The results of the study revealed that the subjects demonstrated a moderated level of
political participation via on-line social media, followed by the use of on-line social media for
election, filing complaints, expressing their opinions, and political gathering. These subjects
demonstrated all of these mentioned aspects at a moderate level, except for that of political
gathering which they demonstrated at a low level. In addition, it was found that there were no
differences in the level of opinions towards behavior on the use of on-line social media for
political participation among the students with different age, gender, year of study, and religion.
Finally, statistically significant differences were found in the level of opinions towards behavior
on the use of on-line social media for political participation among the students with different

faculty and amount of income at a significant level of .05.
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