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OF LABOR UNIONS IN EASTERN REGION OF THAILAND: A CULTURAL ANALYSIS.
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Ph.D.315P. 2014.

This research aims at studying the progressive development and role of labor unions in
the Eastern Region from past to present. This also includes cultural factors affecting development
and change in labor unions in the Eastern Region. The research methodology is qualitative with
in-depth interview totally 12 people.

The progressive development of labor unions in the Eastern Region has increasingly
risen in terms of the total number of the unions. In contrast, the role and movement of the unions has
continuously evolved restricted to leaders and unions’ committees. Other members of the unions
mostly ignore to engage in any activities of the unions. They lack the understanding of the role of the
unions. To be memberships of the unions, they aim at gaining more benefits or earning more income
rather than negotiating with their employers. Most labor unions’ leaders lack of knowledge and
experience as they rely on contributions from outsiders and no masterpiece of work for labor’s rights
claims. These features lead to shortage of supporters from other members and strength of the unions.

Personal identity, working conditions, and organizational behavior are three main
elements that lead to the strength of labor unions in the Eastern Region. To clarify this, personal
identity from Northeastern employees, majority groups of people in the Eastern labor Unions, are
ignorant of movement and dislike conflicts. These people are apprehensive about unemployment.
Consequently, they are not participated in labor movement and the unions seem powerless in
negotiating process. In furtherance to this, it is apparent that patronize system has direct effect on
labor unions in the Eastern Region. Leaders of labor unions usually monopolize their power and
have an agreement for mutual benefits within leaders’ group. These actions lead to distrustful of the
unions. To resolve this problem, the establishment of organizational labor unions should derive from
mutual cooperative system between employers and employees for attaining growth and strength of
the unions. If they lack of cooperative system, these labor unions are weak and unacceptable in

their roles. From these reasons, the study of labor unions does not neglect any cultural dimension.
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