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55810283: MAJOR: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION; Ph.D. (PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION)
KEYWORDS: THAILAND’S PROSECUTORIAL SYSTEM/ THE ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE/ THE ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
POL.CAPT. CHOKCHAI SITTHIPOLKUL: THAILAND’S PROSECUTORIAL
SYSTEM IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE TOWARD REALIZATION THE
ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: RITTHIKORN
SIRIPRASERTCHOK, Ph.D., PAKORN MANEEPAKORN, Ph.D. 246 P. 2015.

By the end of 2015 ASEAN member countries are moving towards achieving the
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), aiming to accelerate free flow of trade, investment,
services and labors. It is estimated that the creation of the AEC will make ASEAN to be a huge
single market comprising of 600 million people and abundant natural resources. ASEAN market
will be at the attention of a super power nation like the US and other economic blocs like the
European Union including great economic nations like China and Japan. The establishment of
the AEC will definitely make not merely economic changes but also greatly affect to law and
justice system in each ASEAN member states. The increased transnational crime will take place
and organized crime will be in advantageous position since the law enforcement of ASEAN
member nations will end at their borders but a criminal can cross from one border to the others.
In this connection, ASEAN needs law cooperation in many areas including extradition treaties.
Free labor movement can also create some labor disputes including non-compliance of labor law
and the violation of human rights. Intellectual property rights will be another headachy problems
of the ASEAN after the AEC takes effect by the end of 2015. These problems must be
unavoidably dealt with by the Office of the Attorney General. This dissertation aims to review
the legal compliances of the Thai domestic law to the commitment of the Thai Government under
the AEC as well as the roles of a Thai public prosecutor and prosecutorial system, focusing on the
justice administration, law enforcement and protections of the freedom and rights of the people
after the achievement of the AEC. Comparative studies on various laws and prosecutorial
systems among five leading ASEAN nations, namely Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Singapore are studied in details for the comparison of the preparedness to the

AEC among five leading nations in the ASEAN. Opportunities and Risks of the Thai Office of



Attorney General as the potential ASEAN prosecutorial leaders will be explored in this
dissertation as well.

The comparative studies on domestic laws and prosecutorial system show that
Singapore as the most economically advanced nation in the ASEAN is the most legally prepared
state to cope with the opening of the AEC. Thailand and Malaysia are quite the same par in terms
of the preparedness. Indonesia and the Philippines are the least prepared ones due to the legal
restrictions under their constitutions and domestic laws, causing obstacles to liberalization of free
flow of goods, investments and services. As regards the preparedness of the attorney general
Offices of the five nations, the study found that the Attorney general of Thailand are the most
enthusiastic office to the opening of the AEC. The Office of the Attorney General is the only
ASEAN AG to set up the ASEAN Community Missions Centre (ACMC). The Thai AG has
initiated five strategies to comply with the birth of the AEC. Each strategy comprises of various
action plans to implement the legal commitments under the AEC including promote the AEC to
public awareness and to the knowledge of a Thai prosecutor.

Recommendations of this research study include the revision of a number of Thai laws
which are inconsistent with the economic integration under the AEC. The law amendments,
however, should be done simultaneously with other ASEAN member nations’ amendments. The
Thai AG needs to increase competency of their staff both in English and legal, political,
economical, social, cultural knowledge of the ASEAN neighbors. More workshops and seminars
on ASEAN law should be organized. Also, an exchange of visits and trainings among prosecutors
in ASEAN countries are required for the enhancement of a Thai prosecutor’s knowledge. The
ASEAN Offices of the AG should mutually share legal information database of each member
country through the ASEAN Legal Information Network System (LINKS), an existing ASEAN
mechanism, for their common use and easy reference. In addition,a law curriculum in a
university should be adjusted to focus more on ASEAN and international law to prepare for the

work of a future lawyer in the ASEAN nations.
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