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53810218 : MAJOR: THAI STUDY; Ph.D. (THAI STUDY)

KEYWORS: SPIRITS WORSHIP/ THAI-NYO PEOPLE/ BELIEFS/ CULTURAL ECOLOGY
ATHIRACH NANKHANTEE: SPIRITS WORSHIP OFTHAI-NYO: RELATIONS

OF BELIEFS AND CULTURAL ECOLOGY. ADVISORY COMITEE: SARUNYA

PRASOPCHINGCHANA, Ph.D., RACHAN NILWANAPHA, Ph.D. 201 P. 2014.

The aims of this study were 1. to study the conversion of Tai-Nyo people beliefs
in Tha Uthen district, Nakhorn Phanom, 2. to study the spiritual beliefs and culture of the
community along the Mekong River 3. to study the role and significant of spirit believing
of Tai-Nyo community. The research was conducted with Qualitative Method approach.

According to the research, spiritual beliefs of the Thai-Nyo is an eco-cultural heritage
that guides and supports the community when they face with problems and are in need of support.
At the same time, spiritual beliefs of the Thai-Nyo are correlated with the network of social
beliefs of the Mekong River community which share a similar culture from the “U-Rang-Ka-Tad”
legend. As time passes by, the legend has been distorted through the variation of stories and
experiences. This alternate version creates a variety of beliefs which continuously changes
through time and place. Nowadays, the Thai-Nyo has established the “ethnical” spirit (Phee
Yha Phau) residing in the shrine of the town pillar. The shrine has a symbolic meaning in terms
of the community identity and represents the community relationship known as the community
sense. A ceremony is one of the means that tightens the relationship and the sense of unity and
facilitates the continuous existence of the culture.

Furthermore, in terms of the cultural ecology, spiritual beliefs of the Thai-Nyo also
play a significant role in managing and conserving the local natural resources under the
compliance of rules and regulations. Quality of life and practical knowledge also create a social-
shared value and drive the community forward with a solution for natural resource issue in the

future.
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